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The moment was everything
Linda Spain could have hoped for.
Her daughter, Sgt. Summer Spain,
returned to Fort Riley Dec. 8, after
a 15-month deployment to Iraq
with Soldiers of the 1st Sustain-
ment Brigade.

Summer didn’t know her mom
would be at the return ceremony,
expecting only her sister, Sunshine
Pille. As Soldiers filed into forma-
tion at the start of the ceremony,
Pille excitedly pointed to her sister.
Summer found Sunshine’s face in
the crowd quickly, her eyes widen-
ing in surprise, and then filling with

tears as she spotted her mother.

“I love you,” Summer mouthed

to her Family.

Twenty-five-year-old Summer

joined the Army, not wanting to
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akes it home for holidays

follow her sister into the Air Force.

Summer was last together with
her Family about 18 months ago,
after her niece was born. Linda
traveled to Fort Riley from Hans-
ville, Wash., to be present for the

redeployment.

“It’s been driving me crazy, be-
cause she’s been sending texts and
messages, and 1 can’t answer,”
Linda said before the ceremony. “I
don’t want her to know I’'m here
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yet.

Summer was one of about 370 1st
Sust. Bde. Soldiers who made it back
to Fort Riley in time to spend Christ-
mas with their Families.

— MORE —

Fort Riley: Home
of the Big Red
One
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By Lyndsey Born
Fort Riley Post staff writer

More than 900 wreaths were
placed on headstones Dec. 13 at
Fort Riley’s Post Cemetety as
part of Wreaths Across America.
Across the U.S., ceremonies took
place to honor veterans who have

served in the military.

Guest speaker, Col. John
Dvoracek, deputy garrison com-
mander for transformation, spoke
about the mission of Wreaths

Across America.

“Today we are here to re-
member the fallen, honor those
who have served and teach our
children the value of freedom.
This is the mission of Wreaths
Across America,” Dvoracek said.
“More than 350

throughout America, others are

cemeteries

remembering our veterans on this

day of remembrance. More than
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Wreaths laid o honor Veteran

100,000 will be placed today in
honor of those who have sacti-
ficed, and thanks to the efforts of
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the
Ladies Auxiliary our volunteers
will place over 900 wreaths here

today.”

After

speech, seven ceremonial wreaths

Dvoracek gave his

were laid representing the seven
different branches of the military.
Sgt. Andrew Spinazzola, 1st In-
fantry Division, played taps after
the laying of the wreaths.

As people laid wreaths on the
tombstones of the veterans they
were asked to take 2 moment and
write down the veteran’s name on
a Wreaths Across America sticker
so they could continue to remem-

ber after they left the cemetery.

— MORE —
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A
‘Scar reminds Soldier he is alive

By Lyndsey Born of redeploying I was at a hospital
Fort Riley Post staff writer

getting my thyroid removed, and a

As Soldiers come home from month later I went for chemother-
being deployed they go through apy, which for thyroid cancer you
many different briefings and activi- take a radioactive iodine pills and
ties, one of which is a physical. they isolate you in a room so that
Capt. Michael Barnett, 1st Battal- you aren’t radioactive to anyone
ion, 34th Armor Regiment, 1st else,” Barnett said. “So that was
Brigade, found out he had cancer surgery in June, radioactive iodine
after a lump was found in his in July and in September, I was at
neck . the career course at Fort Knox.”

“So within a couple of weeks — MORE —

* Al numbers are approximate Oct. | Nov. 2008 | Dec. 2008
2008
1st Infantry Division military personnel as- 15,470 15,280 15,150

signed to Fort Riley, KS (not including Mili-
tary Transition Team personnel)

Active Duty Soldiers Deployed Overseas 6,500 6,400 4,000
(Not including deployed Military Transition

Teams)

1st Infantry Division military personnel as- 50 50 50
signed to the Nebraska location

Military Transition Team Members assigned 950 490 470
to Fort Riley

Total Military Transition Team Members 5,800 6,290 5,600
deployed

Activated Reservists working on Fort Riley 340 300 270
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JAN. 5

— St Mary's ribbon
cutting ceremony, 11:30
a.m. at Fort Riley’s St.
Mary’s Chapel

JAN. 7

— Manbattan Military
Relations Committee
lunch, 11:30 a.n., at the
Manbhattan Country
Club

JAN. 8

— Family Readiness
Group Muster to disseni-
nate information to conm-
mands/ sections, 6:30
p.7., in Building 580,
Room 110

JAN. 9

— Child Development
Center ribbon cutting
ceremony (time TBD,
between noon and 3 p.m.)
at Camp Forsyth, Fort
Riley

— Warrior Transition
Battalion groundbreaking
ceremony (Lime TBD,
between noon and 3 p.m.)
in the clamshell near Ir-
win Army Community
Hospital

JAN. 10
— 4% Annual Martin

Luther King Junior 3-on-
3 basketball tournament,
10 a.m., in Fort Riley’s
King Field House

JAN. 16-17

— Regional 1 eaders
Retreat 2009 starting at
noon at the Sheraton
Hotel, 6100 College
Blvd, Overland Park,
Kan.

JAN. 19
— Martin Luther King
Jr. Day observed

JAN. 20

— Kansas City Royals
Caravan, 1-2 p.m., Fort
Riley’s Post Exchange

— Presidential Inaugn-
ration

JAN. 22

— Junction City/ Geary
County Military Affairs
Council breakfast, 7:30
a.m., at the Geary
County Convention Cen-
ter, Junction City

JAN. 23

— 84th Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal Battalion
change of command, 9
a.n., in Fort Riley’s,
King Field Hounse

— Whitside Child De-
velopment Center ribbon
cutting ceremony at 11:30
an.

JAN. 24

— Winter Fun Party,
13 p.m., at the Fort
Riley Post Library,
Building 5306

— Scout Riley Day, 9
a.m—4 p.m.

JAN. 25

— ABC Broadcasts 1
Infantry Division Ex-
treme Makeover Home
Edition, 7 p.m.

JAN. 28

— Monthly Retirement
Ceremony, 9 a.m., in
Fort Riley’s King Field
House

JAN. 30
— Commmunity Partners

Conference (Education),
10 a.m.-1 p.m., at Ri-

ley’s Conference Center

NOTE: Cetemony times
are tentative and subject to

change.

Check the ceremonies link
for current information..

PAO CONTACTS

Community Relations:

Andy Massanet, 239-2022

Tina Schreiner, 239-3358
Monte Volk, 240-0588

Media Relations:
Eric Zenk, 239-3033
Deb Skidmore, 239-3410

Fort Riley Post: 239-8854
Riley TV: 239-8850
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